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CxOVERNOR-GENERAL  OF  CANADA  | 
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In  THi'.  Assembly  Hall  of  the  Education  j 
Department  of  Ontario 

I 
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,  ON  SATURDAY,  THE  1st  OF  JUNE,   1895,  AT  3  O'CLOCK  P.M., 

j  ON  BEHALF  OF  THR  j 

!  '  I 

ROYAL    CANADIAN    HUMANE    ASSOCIATION.  ; 

!  "  While  in  a  contest,  hand  to  hand,  j 

Walk  clemency  and  bruverj- ;  | 
Yet,  g'ive  me  bravery  from  the  heart, 

i  That  rushes  through  devouring  waves.  \ 

And,  like  a  guardian  angel,  saves  i 

A  sinking  fellow-creature."         —Dihdin.  ' 


THE  ROYAL  CANADIAN  HUMANE  ASSOCIATION 


FOR  THE  DOMINION  OF  CANADA 

WAS  INSTITUTED  IN   1894  FOR  THE  PUKl'OSE  OF  REWARDING  PERSONS  WHO,  WITH  PROMPTITUDE 
AND  BRAVERY,  AND  AT  PERSONAL   RISK,  OR  HAZARD  OF  THEIR  OWN  LIVES,  SAVE, 
OR  MAKE  STRENUOUS  EFFORTS  TO  SAVE  THE  LIVES  OK  OTHERS. 


Patron  of  the  Association  : 

HIS  EXCELLENCY  THE  EARL  OF  ABERDEEN 
(Governor-General  of  Canada). 

President : 

ADAM  BROWN,   ESQUIRE,  Hamilton. 

Secretary  : 

J.  GEORGE  HODGINS,  LL.D.,  Toronto. 

Treasurer : 

MAJOR  HENRY  McLAREN,  Hamilton. 

Committee  of  Governors  on  Awards  : 

Messieurs  Harvey  P.  Dvvight  and  A.  S.  Irving,  of  Toronto : 

Richard  Fuller  and  Joseph  Greene,  of  Hamilton  ;  and 
Charles  Black,  of  Niagara  Falls. 


FIRST  PRESENTATION  OF  MEDALS  AND 
CERTIFICATES  FOR  LIFE-SAVING. 


At  three  o'clock  on  .Saturday,  tlie  first  of  June,  1895,  His  Excel 
lency  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  Governor-General  of  Canada,  presented, 
(on  behalf  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Humane  Association,)  a  number  of 
Medals  and  Parchment  Certificates  to  several  persons  entitled  to  them. 

This  first  presentation  of  Medals  and  Certificates  took  place,  by 
permission  of  the  Minister  of  Education,  in  the  Assembly  Hall  of  the 
Education  Department  for  Ontario. 

Besides  His  Excellency,  there  were  present  on  the  dais,  Her 
Excellency  the  Countess  of  Aberdeen,  who  graciously  took  part  in 
<  he  presentations  ;  the  Honourable  Mrs.  Herbert,  of  Ottawa,  and 
Mr.  W.  R.  Brock,  of  Toronto,  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Association  ; 
the  Honourable  G.  W.  Ross,  Minister  of  Education  ;  the  Reverend 
JVIessieurs  W.  Clark,  D.C.L.,  Louis  H.  Jordan,  B.D.,  John  Potts, 
D.D.,  O.  C.  S.  Wallace,  and  Mr.  Oliver  A.  Howland,  M.P.P.,  of 
Toronto ;  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lyle,  and  Miss  8anford,  of  Hamilton  ;  Mr. 
Adam  Brown,  President,  and  Dr.  Hodgins,  Secretary  of  the  Associa- 
tion ;  Mrs.  S.  G.  Wood,  member  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
Messieurs  H.  P.  Dwight,  A.  S.  Irving,  of  Toronto ;  Charles  Black,  of 
Niagara  Falls ;  Members  of  the  Award  Committee. 

Mr.  Adam  Brown,  President  of  the  Association,  having  requested 
the  Governor-General  to  preside  at  the  meeting,  briefly  explained  the 
object  of  the  auspicious  gathering,  and  the  basis  on  which  the  Medals 
and  Certificates  were  awarded.  He  then  announced  to  His  Excellency 
the  names  of  those  whom  the  Committee  of  (five)  Governors  on 
Awards  had  declared  to  be  entitled  to  receive  honourable  recognition 
and  distinction  at  the  hands  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Humane  Associa- 
tion. The  list  of  these  persons,  as  mentioned  by  Mr.  Brown,  was  as 
follows  : 
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I.  For  thk  Oxr  who  had  Performed  the  most  Darin(^  Act  of 
Courage  in  Saving  Life. 

the  sanford  gold  me1)ai>. 

Presented  to  the  Ax.soclation  by  the  Hon.  Senafor  Saiiford,  of  HamiHon. 

1.  To  the  Rev.  John  Ramsay,  LL.D.,  of  Ballymoney,  Ireland,  for 
his  heroic  conduct  in  rescuing  Mrs.  Grimason,  who  had  fallen  off  the 
Suspension  Bridge,  Niagara  Falls,  on  the  24th  September,  1892. 

(This  Medal  was  accepted,  on  behalf  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ramsay,  by 
His  Excellency  the  Governor-General,  who  graciously  promised  to 
forward  it  himself  to  Dr.  Ramsay). 

IT.  For  Those  who  had  Risked  Their  own  Lives  in 
Saving  Those  of  Others. 

THE  BKONZE  MEDALS  OF  TW¥.  ASSOCIATION. 

1.  William  S.  Duffield,  for  having  saved  from  (h-owning  Ellen 
Buckingham,  in  Lake  Ontario,  off  Burlington  Beach,  on  the  5th 
September,  1894. 

2.  Mortimer  Linwood  Day,  for  having  saved  from  drowning 
Walter  Bagnell  and  Alexander  Gorham,  in  the  Harl)our  of  Saint 
John,  New  Brunswick,  on  the  24th  of  Januaiy,  1895."^ 

3.  John  Wilfred  Frisby,  for  saving  from  drowning  John  Pingle, 
at  Unionville,  County  of  York,  Ontario,  in  November,  1894. 

4.  Dr.  H.  F.  MacKendrick,  who  saved  a  boy  from  drowning  at 
the  feeder  to  the  mill  race.  Grand  River,  at  Gait,  on  the  6th  of 
May,  1895.  (Accepted  on  behalf  of  Dr.  MacKendrick  by  Mr.  W.  R. 
Brock.) 

*  A  letter  was  written  to  Mr.  John  V.  Kllis,  President  of  the  "  New  Bruns- 
wick Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals,"  suggesting  that  Mr. 
Oliver  A.  Rowland,  M.P.P.  for  South  Toronto,  be  asked  to  accept  the  bronze 
Medal  awarded  to  Mr.  Day,  on  behalf  of  the  New  Brunswick  Humane  Society. 
Mr.  Ellis  replied  as  follows  :  *'  It  will  be  very  satisfactory  to  us  all  here  to  be 
represented  by  Mr.  Rowland  on  Saturday  next  at  the  medal  presentation. 
Will  you  kindly  ask  him  to  express  in  his  own  language  our  appreciation  of  the 
readiness  of  the  Executive  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Humane  Association  to 
recognize  the  courageous  conduct  of  Mr.  Day,  and  the  ready  assistance  given 
to  him  by  Mr.  Taylor,  and  to  say  that  all  of  our  citizens  will  rejoice  in  this 
evidence  of  the  unity  of  feeling  in  our  country."  (Mr.  Howland  received  the 
Medal  on  behalf  of  the  Humane  Society  of  Saint  John,  New  Brunswick). 


o 

5.  Robert  West,  wlio  rescued  four  boys  from  flrowniiig  in  the 
River  Nith,  Paris,  Ontario,  on  the  2nd  of  May,  1895. 

Note. — The  othei-  lives  saved  from  drowning  by  Mr.  West  were  seventeen. 

6.  Ruby  Hunter,  for  liaving,  aided  by  Thomas  J.  Holden,  of 
St.  Catharines,  in  August,  1894,  saved  from  drowning  in  Lake 
(Ontario,  oft'  (Trimsby  Park,  and  until  Dr.  Frederick  A.  Rosebrugh's 
boat  reached  her,  Maud  Rae,  of  Ottawa,  who  was  her  companion. 

7.  Thomas  J.  Holden,  of  St.  Catharines,  for  having  in  August, 
1894,  rescued  Ruby  Hunter,  of  Toronto,  and  Maud  Rae,  of  Ottawa, 
in  Lake  Ontario,  oft"  Grimsby  Park,  who  had  gone  down — the  one 
three,  and  the  other  five,  times. 

8.  Harry  Williams,  for  aiding  the  Reverend  Dr.  Ramsay  in  the 
rescue  of  Mrs.  Grimason,  on  the  Niagai'a  Falls  Suspension  Bridge, 
24th  September,  1892. 

9  to  17.  The  Leamington  Case  is  given  in  detail  in  the  affidavits. 
Briefiy,  it  was  that  on  the  2r)th  of  January,  1895,  several  men  at 
Leamington,  Ontario,  volunteered  to  go  in  a  Scow  to  rescue  an  ice- 
cutting  pai  ty  of  five  men,  who,  with  a  span  of  horses,  had  in  the 
storm  drifted  out  into  Lake  Erie  on  an  ice  floe.  The  Scow  broke 
away  from  the  rescuers,  after  they  had  reached  the  floating  ice ;  and 
a  sail  boat  went  after  the  party  thus  left  on  the  ice.  The  water  was 
rough,  but  at  length  all  but  the  horses  were  rescued,  after  the  ice  had 
drifted  five  miles  out.  The  people  of  Leamington  sul)sci'ibed  for 
Medals  for  the  rescuers,  but  not  enough  to  pay  for  those  that 
were  ordered.  The  Royal  Canadian  Humane  Association  therefore 
paid  the  balance,  anrl  had  the  fact  engraved  on  the  back  of  the 
Medals.  The  names  of  the  rescuers  in  this  case  are :  Forest  H. 
Conover,  Frank  Ives,  John  Robinson,  Burton  Miller,  Colin  Cullen, 
Mance  Williams,  George  Johnson,  Herm  Robson  and  Ralph  Robson. 

Note. — Mr.  J.  E.  Johnson,  President  of  The  Post  Publishing  Company, 
Leamington,  has  kindl}^  aided  the  Association  in  getting  the  particulars  and 
necessary  affidavits  in  this  case.  The  Reverend  Canon  Matthews,  M.A. ,  of 
Kingsville,  has  been  deputed  to  present  the  Medals  at  Leamington,  on  the  26th 
of  June,  1895.  The  Mayor  will  preside  at  the  public  meeting  for  the  presenta- 
tion of  these  Medals. 
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in.  Five  Spkctal  Resolutions  KECoCxNiziNCi  Heroic  Services 
IN  Life-Saving. 

These  Resolutions  were  engrossed  on  Parchment,  and  were 
( rmitatis  mutandis )  to  the  following  effect  : 

♦Satisfactory  evidence  having  been  sul)mitted  to  the  Award  Com- 
niittee  of  Governors,  as  to  many  acts  of  bravery  on  the  part  of 

[Mr.  F.  W.  Fearman  and  Captain  Campbell,  of  Hamiltom, 

Mr.  Thomas  Tinning,  and  Captain  W.  D.  Andrews,  of  Toronto.  | 

in  past  years,  of  saving  lives  from  drowning  at  the  risk  of  their  own  ; 
and  other  cases  where  their  promptitude  and  gallantry  saved  lives 
from  drowning,  although  not  at  the  risk  of  their  own  ; 

The  Royal  Canadian  Humane  Association  recognizes  these  acts 
of  courage,  and  places  them  on  record;  and  further  resolve  that  this 
Minute  be  engrossed  and  presented  to 

[Mr.  F.  W.  Fearman,  (who  had  saved  five  lives,)  and  Captain 
CampVjell,  (who  had  saved  thirteen  lives,) — both  of  Hainilton,] 

[Mr.  Thomas  Tinning,  of  Toronto,  (who  had  saved  forty-four 
lives,)  and  Captain  W.  D.  Andrews,  also  of  Toronto,  (who 
had  also  saved  a  great  number  of  lives.    See  Appendix).] 

by  His  Excellency  the  Right  Honorable  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen, 
(xovernor-Cxeneral  of  Canada. 

Adam  Brown,  Presidenf. 
Henry  McLaren,  Treasure/r.  J.  George  Hodgins,  Secretary. 

Dated  at  Toronto  this  22nd  day  of  May,  1895. 

Copies  of  this  Resolution  were  presented  by  His  Excellency  to 
these  four  gentlemen,  and  also  one  to  Mr.  A.  S.  Irving,  the  Repre- 
sentative of  Mrs.  Abigail  Becker,  of  Long  Point,  Lake  Krie,  (now 
Mrs.  Henr}'  Rohrer,  of  Walsingham). 

The  Resolution  presented  to  Mrs.  Abigail  Becker  was  as  follows  : 
Satisfactory  evidences  having  been  submitted  to  the  Awai'd  Com- 
mittee of  (xovernors,  as  to  the  brave  conduct  of  Mrs.  Abigail  Becker, 
(now  Mrs.  Henry  Rohrer,  of  Walsingham,  Ontario),  in  saving  the 
lives  of  seven  sailors  at  Long  Point,  Lake  Erie,  many  years  ago,  at 
the  risk  of  her  own  life  ; 
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The  Ptoyal  Canadian  Humane  Association  recognizes  this  act  of 
courage,  and  places  it  on  record  ;  and  further  resolves  that  this  Minute 
be  engrossed  and  presented  to  Mrs.  Rohrer  by  His  Excellency  the 
Right  Honorable  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  Governor-General  of  Canada. 

Adam  Brown,  President. 
Henry  McLaren,  Treasurer.  J.  George  Hodgins,  Secretary. 

Dated  at  Toronto,  this  22nd  day  of  May,  1895. 

j^OTE. — Mr.  A.  S.  Irving,  of  Toronto,  received  and  forwarded  this  Certifi- 
cate to  Mrs.  Rohrer.  For  tlie  particulars  of  this  case,  and  a  spirited  poem 
in  regard  to  it,  also  Mrs.  Rohrer's  reply,  see  the  Appendix  at  the  end  of  this 
"  Record  of  Proceedings." 

TV.  Certificates  on  Parchment  to  .Those  who  did  not  Actually 
Risk  Their  own  Lives  in  Saving  those  of  Others. 

\.  William  Harry  Fhisby,  for  having  assisted  in  saving  from 
drowning  John  Pingle,  at  Unionville,  County  of  York,  Ontai'io,  in 
November,  1894. 

2.  Charles  Ernest  Frisby,  for  having  assisted  in  saving  from 
drowning  John  Pingle,  at  Unionville,  County  of  York,  Ontario,  in 
November,  1894. 

3.  Leo.  Callaghan,  for  saving  from  drowning  Joseph  Graham,  in 
the  River  Credit,  at  Meadowvale,  County  of  Peel,  Ontario,  on  the 
17th  of  January,  1894. 

Note. — Clara  Sibbald,  Mary  E.  Hill  and  Mabel  May  Lamb,  wlio  aided  in 
this  case,  are  commended. 

4.  Nehemiah  Corey,  for  saving  from  drowning  Robert  H.  and 
James  C.  Lutz,  in  Lake  Ontario,  off  Stony  Creek,  on  the  22nd  of 
October,  1894.    (Mr.  Fearman,  of  Hamilton,  represented  Mr.  Core3\) 

5.  LuciEN  FiLiON,  who  rescued  from  drowning  through  the  ice, 
off  AUumette  Island,  Pontiac,  Quebec,  Michael  Dempsey,  his  wife 
and  child,  on  th*e  28th  of  March,  1895.  (Mr.  H.  P.  Dwight,  of 
Toronto,  received  and  forwarded  this  Medal  to  Mr.  Filion.) 

6.  James  Taylor,  who  assisted  Mortimer  L.  Day  in  rescuing 
from  drowning  Walter  Bagnell  and  Alexander  Gorham,  in  the 
Harbour  of  Saint  John,  New  Brunswick,  on  the  24th  January,  1895. 

(Accepted  on  behalf  of  the  New  Brunswick  Society,  for  Mr. 
Taylor,  by  Mr.  Oliver  A.  Howland,  M.P.P.  for  South  Toronto.) 
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7.  JosKPiiiNb:  DE  LoRME,  wbt)  rescued  from  drowuing  Leu.  1\ 
English  and  Edward  .Sevier,  in  Burlington  Bay,  on  the  2 1st  of 
April,  1895. 

8.  Philo.mena  de  Lorme,  who  assisted  her  sister  in  rescuing  from 
drowning  Leo.  T.  English  and  Edward  Sevier,  in  Burlington  Bay,  on 
the  21st  of  April,  1895. 

0.  Dr.  Frederick  A.  Rosebrugh,  for  having,  in  August,  1S94, 
aided  in  tlie  rescue  in  Lake  Ontario,  off  Grimsby  Park,  and  afterwards 
resuscitated.  Ruby  Hunter,  and  Maud  Rae,  of  Ottawa,  who  had  sunk 
twice  in  the  water  together,  while  Ruby  Hunter  was  endeavoring  to 
save  Maud  Rae,  who  sank  in  all  five  times  in  the  water.  (Mi*. 
Fearman  received  this  Certificate  on  ])ehalf  of  Dr.  Rosebrugh:) 

10.  Havilland  Pihllip  Wanzer,  for  having  saved  the  lives  of 
several  boys  from  drowning  in  E>urlington  Bay,  off  Burlington  Beach, 
in  August,  1890. 

11.  Henry  Hamilton  Moore  Lvle,  for  having  saved  the  lives 
of  several  boys  fr-om  drowning  in  liurlington  Bay,  off'  Burlington 
Beacii,  in  August,  1890. 

12.  John  Alexander  Roaf,  for  having  saved  the  lives  of  several 
l:»oys  from  drowning  in  Burlington  l>ay,  off  Burlington  Beach,  in 
August,  1890. 

Address  by  the  (iovERNOR-dEXKRAL. 

After  the  piesentation  of  the  Medals  and  Parchment  Cei-tificates, 
His  Excellency  the  Governor-General,  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
Honourable  G.  W.  Ross,  Minister  of  Education,  made  the  following- 
address  on  behalf  of  the  other  gentlemen  who  had  been  invited  to 
speak  on  the  occasion  : 

T  think  we  shall  all  feel  that  the  essential  part  of  the  proceedings 
has  ))een  attained,  namely,  the  presentation  of  the  Medals  to  the 
l  ecipients.  f  confess,  that  although  I  have  had  m;iny  opportunities 
of  being  present  at  interesting  meetings,  I  h-dxe  never  been  present  on 
a  more  interesting  occasion  than  this.  The  opportunity  of  seeing 
face  to  face,  and  shaking  hands  with  persons  who  have  distinguished 
themselves  in  sucli  a  way  as  those  with  whom  we  have  met  this 
afternoon,  is  unique  and  exceptional.  I  venture  to  suggest  to  my 
friends,  the  Directors  of  this  Association,  now  known  as  the  Royal 
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Canadian  Humane  Association,  that  the}^  should  on  the  next  similar 
occasion  take  steps  for  securing  a  \ery  large  building — though,  on 
this  occasion,  we  aie  grateful  to  the  ^Minister  of  Education  for 
granting  the  use  of  this  most  convenient  hall — and  that  ample  notice 
should  be  given  in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  proceedings,  so  that 
there  may  be  a  very  large  gathering  to  partake  in  the  satisfaction  of 
joining  in  the  well-earned  applause  given  to  those  who  have  merited 
the  distinction  awarded  to  them. 

Of  course,  as  lias  been  suggested,  there  are  many  who  would  act 
in  the  same  manner  ;  but  none  the  less  it  is  our  duty  and  our  privi- 
lege to  record  our  appreciation  when  these  deeds  which  we  now 
honour  are  accomplished.  Such  appreciation  must  do  good  ;  it  must 
raise  the  w  hole  tone  of  feeling.  The  calling  forth  of  a  sentiment 
strengthens  that  sentiment.  If,  for  instance,  we  never  had  an 
opportunity  of  signifying  our  loyalty  towards  our  countr}^  and 
towards  our  illustrious  Sovereign,  these  sentiments  might  beconn* 
torpid.  It  is  their  expression  which  keeps  them  alive  and  real.  And 
so,  with  the  sentiments  of  congratulation,  admiration  and  esteem  called 
forth  this  afternoon — we  shall  unconsciously,  as  it  were,  be  ourselves 
raised  to  a  higher  plane  in  paying  this  tribute.  I  think  w-e  shall  all 
join  in  agreeing  that  this  Association  is  doing  a  great  and  good  work. 
Next  Monday,  some  of  us  are  to  be  present  at  the  Toronto  Humane 
Society.  That  reminds  us  that  there  are  ramifications  of  this  Asso- 
ciation all  over  the  country.  Those  ladies  and  gentlemen  m  ho  hnw 
thus  interested  themselves  in  the  work  must,  I  am  sure,  feel  pleased 
to  see  the  status  to  which  this  Association  has  attained.  Our  friend, 
Mr.  Adam  Brown,  ought  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  success  which 
has  crowned  his  efforts.  Dr.  Hodgins,  too,  who  has  already  been 
alluded  to,  and  the  Directors,  have  not  heen  sparing  in  their  efforts  to 
promote  this  good  work.  We  must  all  agree  that  this  is  an  object 
which  ought  to  draw  together  and  unite  in  cordial  support  all  public- 
spirited  people.  We  offer  our  good  wishes  to  the  Association,  as  well 
as  our  thanks  for  what  it  has  done,  and  our  expression  of  a  confident 
hope  that  it  will  go  on  in  its  good  work  of  recognizing  deeds  of  heroism, 
and  in  the  promotion  and  development  of  those  qualities  which  go 
to  make  up  the  sort  of  manly  worth  which  we  have  seen  represented 
here  to-day.  (Applause.) 
* 
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Mr.  Adam  Brown's  Address. 

Mr.  Adam  Brown,  President,  in  closing  the  proceedings,  said  : 
This  was  the  first  occasion  on  which  the  Royal  Canadian  Humane 
Association  had  an  opportunity  of  meeting  the  public  since  its 
foundation ;  but  to-day's  proceedings  reveal  the  fact  that  the  Execu- 
tive have  not  been  idle.  He  could  scarcely  find  language  expressive 
enough  to  convey  an  idea  of  the  labour  which  the  Secretary,  Dr. 
Hodgins,  has  bestowed  in  connection  with  the  Association.  All  knew 
of  his  services  in  the  past  in  humane  w^ork  ;  and  he  spoke  from  ..peri- 
ence,  as  what  he  had  done  in  furtheiing  the  interest  of  this  Associa- 
tion, the  literature  he  had  prepared,  the  work  he  has  had  to  do  in 
getting  at  the  facts  of  the  heroic  deeds,  no  one  knows  fully  about  this 
matter  but  himself  (Mr.  Brown). 

It  gave  him  great  pleasure  to  express,  not  only  the  thanks  of 
the  Association,  but  of  the  audience  and  all  interested  in  humane 
work,  for  the  presence  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor-General  and 
that  of  the  Countess  of  Aberdeen,  and  for  the  part  both  had  so 
graciously  taken.  Ever  since  His  Excellency  had  set  foot  on  Cana- 
dian soil  he  had  taken  the  deepest  interest  in  everything  affecting 
the  bettering  of  the  people,  and  not  the  least .  was  his  great  interest 
in  this  noble  Association  ;  not  alone  had  he  shown  his  sympathy, 
but  he  gave  us  a  practical  evidence  of  his  feeling.  The  material  aid 
afforded  by  the  Ontario  and  Dominion  Governments,  and  liberal 
assistance  from  good  friends,  had  enabled  the  Executive  to  launch 
the  ship  so  successfully.  As  His  Excellency  had  said,  heroes 
thought  nothing  of  their  deeds,  but  it  was  well  to  have  an  organi- 
zation to  recognize  bravery.  Her  Majesty  was  patron  of  the  Royal 
Humane  Society,  and  here  we  had  the  Representative  of  our  beloved 
Queen  occupying  the  same  position  in  the  Canadian  Association. 
The  presence  of  their  Excellencies  to-day  cheered  the  hearts  of  all. 

The  consciousness  of  duty  done  is  enough  for  every  hero  ;  still  it 
was  the  right  and  proper  thing  to  publicly  recognize  acts  of  bravery 
on  the  part  of  those  who  risked  their  lives  to  save  the  life  of 
another,  or  in  such  gallant  actions,  where,  through  promptitude  and 
daring,  though  not  at  the  risk  of  life,  the  life  of  another  has  been  saved. 

The  Royal  Humane  Society  of  England  was  formed  for  this 
purpose,  and  ours  has  been  organized  on  the  same  lines,  and  hereafter 
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all  cases  of  Canadian  bravery  will  be  dealt  with  by  the  Canadian 
Association.  It  is  understood  between  the  Royal  Humane  Society  in 
England  and  the  Royal  Canadian  Humane  Association  that  such  is 
to  be  the  case,  excepting  when  these  acts  are  done  by  anyone  con- 
nected with  the  Regular  Forces  of  the  Army  and  Navy  stationed  in 
the  Dominion,  In  the  past,  Sir  Charles  Tupper,  High  Commissioner 
for  Canada,  has  most  cordially  interested  himself  in  bringing  Cana- 
dian cases  of  courage  before  the  Royal  Humane  Society  of  England, 
and  to  him  our  thanks  are  due. 

The  evidence  in  the  cases  of  courage  which  to-day  have  received 
recognition  has  been  carefully  investigated  by  the  Committee  of  five 
Governors  of  the  Association  appointed  for  the  purpose.  These 
gentlemen  were  Messieurs  H.  P.  Dwight  and  A.  S.  Irving,  of 
Toronto ;  Joseph  Greene  and  Richard  Fuller,  of  Hamilton,  and 
Charles  Black,  of  Niagara  Falls,  and  these  gentlemen  have  been  very 
careful  in  making  their  awards. 

Many  who  had  been  for  years  sowing  the  seed  in  humane  work 
began  to  see  the  fruit.  To-day's  proceedings,  concluded  Mr.  Brown, 
will  become  part  and  parcel  of  Canadian  history.  May  all  those 
who  to-day  have  received  Medals  and  parchment  Certificates  at  the 
hand  of  His  Excellency  adorn  them  by  noble  lives  and  deeds,  and 
hand  them  down  as  heirlooms  to  their  children's  children,  not  alone 
to  inspire  them  to  deeds  of  courage,  but  to  make  them  heroes  in 
the  great  struggle  for  the  good  of  humanity.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  Brown  then  asked  the  audience,  by  a  standing  vote,  to  thank 
His  Excellency  for  presiding  and  presenting  the  Medals  and  Parch- 
ment Certificates,  which  was  done  amid  cordial  applause. 

The  Governor-General  briefly  expressed  his  thanks,  and  the 
meeting  dispersed. 


During  the  afternoon  Mr.  Brown  presented  to  Lord  Aberdeen 
young  Mr.  Houston,  a  son  of  Rev.  Archdeacon  Houston,  of  Niagara 
Falls,  the  young  hero  who  was  awarded  the  Royal  Humane  Society's 
medal  for  saving  a  life  from  drowning  in  the  rapids  at  the  Falls.  His 
Excellency  expressed  great  pleasure  in  having  an  opportunity  of 
meeting  Mr.  Houston. 
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ADi:)RE8SES  BY  OTHER  GENTLEMEN. 

The  Secretary  of  tlie  Association  liad  invited  several  repre- 
sentative Clergymen  to  address  the  meeting  on  the  interesting 
ceremony  which  had  just  taken  place.  They  were  present,  but, 
owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  and  other  pending  engagements  of 
the  Governor-General,  they  were  una])le  to  do  so.  The  Secretary, 
howevei-,  asked  them  to  jot  down  iov  him  what  they  had  intended  to 
say.  riiis  they  have  kindly  done,  and  their  l  emarks  are  appended  as 
follows  : 

The  Ivkvkrend  Louis  H.  Jordan,  I>.  D. 

We  do  well  to  honour  tliose  whom  we  rejoice  to  honour  here  this 
afternoon,  for  great  souls  are  rare.  They  are  found  in  Canada  quite 
us  often,  in  proportion  to  population,  as  in  any  other  part  of  Her 
Majesty's  dominions  ;  ])ut  even  in  Canada  they  are  not  common 
existences,  nor  ar(^  they  aiiywhere  too  numerous.  We  do  well,  there- 
fore, to  I'ecogni/.e  and  to  i-ejoice  in  their  undoul)te(l  presence 
amongst  us. 

After  all,  the  altar  of  Sacrifice  is  earth's  great  testiiiy  place;  and, 
standing  there,  ever}''  man  tests  himself — judges  himself — measures 
himself.  In  the  quality  of  the  gift  which  he  lays  upon  that  altai", 
each  discloses  to  his  neighbours  the  sort  of  man  he  is.  We  discover  at 
once  what  is  171  the  man  :  for  Sacrifice  is  the  touchstone  of  character. 

In  the  case  of  the  ordinary  man,  all  that  such  a  man  hath  will 
he  gi\  e  for  his  life.  His  life,  therefore,  he  will  not  readily  surrender  ; 
indeed,  it  is  the  very  last  gift  which  he  lays  upon  the  altar.  But, 
thank  God,  there  are  men  in  every  nation — aj\d  not  least  certainly  in 
this  young  Canadian  nation — who  do  not  count  even  life  precious, 
when  (by  the  risking  of  it,  and  even  by  the  sacrifice  of  it)  the}^  can 
))ecome  the  saviours  of  others.  May  the  number  of  such  heroic  souls 
among  us  be  multiplied  ! 

It  may  be  said  that  opportunity  imposes  obligation — that  wherever 
we  have  chance  to  help  anothei;  we  are  bound  to  helj:)  him.  True  I 
Xohlesse  oblige  is  the  honest  sentiment  of  ever}^  manl}'  breast.  Every 
great  danger  is  a  demand  ;  every  great  crisis  is  a  cry,  "  Ye  that  are 
men,  stand  forth."  All  this  is  quite  true,  but  it  is  one  thing  to 
recognize  one's  duty,  and  quite  another  thing  to  go — promptly  and 
unselfishly — and  do  it  I 
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Ah,  there  is  a  nol)ility  about  unselfishness  wliich  all  the  world 
acknowledges.  Whether  displayed  in  little  things  or  in  great  things, 
it  does  not  matter.  Whether  exhil)ited  in  the  narrow  domestic  circle, 
or  in  the  wider  national  circle,  or  in  some  arena  Vjeneath  the  gaze  of 
all  the  nations,  it  does  not  matter.  Tt  is  the  spirit  of  the  act  which 
distinguishes  it ;  it  is  the  sjdrit  of  the  act  which  ennobles  it. 

The  lloyal  Canadian  Humane  Association,  by  its  medals  and 
other  distinctions,  will  materially  aid  in  evoking  this  hero  spirit 
among  our  people.  Its  aims  deserve  our  prompt,  continuous  and 
generous  supjjort.  The  Dominion  is  to  be  congi-atulated  that  so 
admirable  an  organization  has  at  last  been  foi  inally  instituted.  The 
Association  is  to  })e  congratulated  that  names  so  meritorious  have 
to-day  been  placed  upon  its  honour  roll.  And  those  whose  brave 
deeds  have  just  been  signalized  are  to  be  congratulated— first,  because 
they  manifestly  possess  qualities  which  are  certain  to  stand  them  in 
good  stead  in  coming  days ;  and,  in  addition,  bectause  tliey  have 
received  their*  well  won  r-ewarcls  at  the  hands  of  our  noble  Patron, 
whose  words  of  cordial  appreciation  will  often  be  lecrdled  with 
pleasure. 

Dr.  HoiKiiNS,  Louis  H.  Jordan. 

Jfonorary  Secvpfary  R.C.II.A. 

The  Rkverknd  Jotix  Potts,  D.I). 

Your  letter  of  the  1st  has  been  received.  .  .  .  T  enclose  just 
a  few  words  which  express  my  sentiments,  touching  the  never-to-be- 
forgotten  scene  of  last  Saturday  afternoon. 

1  have  rarely  been  more  afiected  with  any  ceremony  than  with 
that  of  presenting  the  Medals  and  Certificates  to  the  heroes  and 
heroines  who  were  so  properly  recognized  b}^  Her  Majesty's  dis- 
tinguished Representatives,  the  Earl  and  Countess  of  Aberdeen.  The 
scene  was  peculiarly  impressive.  They  who  risked  their  own  lives  to 
save  life  well  deserved  to  be  gratefully  recognized  and  rewarded. 
They  did  not  do  the  heroic  deeds  with  the  motive  of  reward  in  view, 
but  from  pure  love  of  their  fellow-beings. 

The  work  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Humane  Association  is  in  har- 
mony with  that  of  the  Royal  Humane  Society  at  home,  and  thus  affbi'ds 
another  connecting  link  with  the  dear  Old  Land. 

J.  George  Hodgins,  LL.D.,  John  Potts. 

// oiiorary  Secretary. 


14 


The  Reverend  William  Clark,  D.C.L. 

It  would  not  be  easy  to  over-estimate  the  importance  of  such  an 
occasion  as  the  presentation  of  the  Medals  and  Certificates  of  the 
Royal  Canadian  Humane  Association — and  this  from  various  points 
of  view.  We  are,  in  the  first  place,  signalizing  the  beauty  and 
excellency  of  humanity  -  a  quality  which,  we  might  almost  sa}^,  makes 
man  to  be  man.  For  what  would  man  be  without  this  divine  quality  ? 
Certainly  not  a  creature  who  bore  the  image  of  God.  Think  of  beings 
destitute  of  sympathy,  reckless  of  human  life,  of  human  pain  and 
suflPering,  and  you  have  in  your  mind  a  picture  of  something  from 
which  all  that  is  noble  and  generous  is  forced  to  shrink  with  horror. 
In  doing  honour  to  humanity,  therefore,  we  are  not  merely  doing  our 
best  to  protect  the  lives  of  our  fellowinen,  but  we  are  encouraging 
that  noble  spirit  of  generosity  and  self-sacrifice  which  alone  can  make 
a  people  good  and  great. 

Another  aspect  of  the  Association's  work  might  be  noted — the 
honour  which  it  does  to  the  truest  and  noblest  form  of  human  courage. 
This  is  a  quality  which  men  have  always  agreed  to  honour.  Aristotle 
places  it  first  among  the  seven  capital  virtues.  It  is  second  among 
the  four  of  Plato.  The  Christian  confesses  that  no  other  virtues  can 
stand  without  this  one ;  and  all  nations  have  done  honour  to  their 
bravest  as  their  best.  The  names  of  those  who  have  fought  for  their 
country  have  been  enrolled  in  the  pages  of  history,  and  the  death  of 
the  brave  has  been  consecrated  in  the  thoughts  and  in  the  literature 
of  the  world.  Dulce  est  pro  patria  mori — It  is  sweet  to  die  for  one's 
country.    All  honour  to  those  who  do  so  ! 

But  surely  no  less,  (but  even  greater,)  honour  is  due  to  those  who 
exercise  a  harder  self-sacrifice  and  show  an  even  more  noble  courage 
in  imperilling  their  own  lives  for  the  saving  of  others.  We  honour 
and  admire  the  soldier  who  dashes  himself  against  the  ranks  of  the 
foe.  But  here  there  is  no  such  stirring  of  the  blood  as  comes  to  the 
combatant  on  the  field  of  battle.  Here  is  only  the  calm  yet  fervent 
power  of  sympathy,  love,  duty,  self-sacrifice ;  and  we  do  right  to 
honour  tliem.  Are  we  afraid  lest  by  such  honour  done,  we  suggest 
lower  motives  to  these  heroic  men  and  women  and  girls  and  boys  ? 
What  soldier  ever  thought  of  the  medal  which  some  day  he  might 
gain  when  he  prepared  to  give  his  life  for  his  country,  his  people,  his 
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liberty  ?  And  there  will  be  no  thought  of  the  honour  to  he  received 
from  men  in  the  hearts  of  these  brave  children  of  our  soil,  when  they 
risk  their  own  lives  for*  the  saving  of  others.  May  God  bless  them 
and  reward  them,  and  give  us  grace  to  participate  in  the  same  spirit 
of  sympathy,  courage  and  self-sacrifice  I 

The  Honourablk  George  W.  Ross,  LL.D. 

Mr.  Ross  spoke  in  terms  of  the  most  cordial  approval  of  the 
ol)jects  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Humane  Association,  not  only  in  its 
efforts  to  reward  individual  acts  of  courage,  but  in  its  efforts  to  pro- 
mote a  kindlier  spirit  among  the  young  people  of  Canada  towards 
each  other,  and  towards  all  sentient  beings.  He  was  glad  to  believe 
that  public  sentiment  was  in  accord  with  the  efforts  put  forth  in 
organizing  this  Association  in  the  first  place,  and  in  endeavouring 
to  disseminate  its  principles  by  literature  suitable  for  the  work  in 
which  it  was  engaged. 

The  Rkvekend  Oscar  C.  S.  Wallace. 

Your  note  asking  for  a  digest  of  my  undelivered  address  was 
received.  .  .  .  My  remarks  would  have  referred  to  the  value,  which, 
in  a  Christian  community,  is  attached  to  life,  in  contrast  with  the 
sentiment  in  pagan  communities,  and  among  the  Greeks  and  Romans, 
even  when  their  civilization  flourished  ;  to  the  fact  that  it  is  life,  as 
life,  which  is  valued,  not  life  as  found  where  there  is  greatness,  or 
strength,  or  health  ;  to  the  fact  that  the  Royal  Humane  Association 
encourages  hert)ism  among  all  classes,  and  finds  opportunity  to 
bestow  Medals  upon  the  humble  as  well  as  upon  the  high,  who  have 
distinguished  themselves  by  acts  of  personal  bravery,  thus  leading 
the  lowliest  to  feel  that  their  povei-ty  or  obscurity  will  not  hide  them 
fr-om  the  notice  and  appreciation  of  the  world,  if  they  are  great  in 
action  ;  and  I  would  have  concluded  with  a  few  comments  on  the 
impoi-tance  to  our  country  of  the  cultivation  of  such  courage  as  the 
Royal  Canadian  Humane  Association  honours. 

Dr.  J.  George  Hodgins.  O.  C.  S.  Wallace. 
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Oliver  A.  Rowland,  Esquire,  M.P.P. 

T  am  in  receipt  of  your  card,  kindly  asking  me  for  a  note  of  my 
intended  remarks,  on  the  occasion  of  the  Presentation  of  Medals  on 
Saturday  last. 

I  have  not  made  any  notes  for  the  purpose.  ...  I  may  say, 
liowever,  that  I  had  intended  to  refer  to  the  credit  which  was  due, 
more  particularly  to  yourself,  for  your  suggestions  and  indefatigable 
exertions,  resulting  in  the  creation  of  the  PvOYAL  Canadian  Humane 
Association,  and  to  the  utility  of  a  federated  institution  of  the  kind, 
making  the  good  and  brave  deeds  performed  in  any  part  of  Canada 
common  property  throughout  its  length  and  breadth. 

While  such  actions  are  performed  without  expectation  of  praise 
or  reward,  and  are  not,  in  fact,  likely  to  be  stimulated  or  governed 
by  any  such  consideration,  the  rewarding  of  them  is  likely  to  be  of 
public  utility,  as  an  act  of  just  recognition  on  the  part  of  the  public 
generally  of  "  honour  to  whom  honour  is  due,"  and  creating  proper 
pride  in  such  actions,  which  are  honorable  to  our  common  humanity 
and  to  Canadian  manhood. 

Had  I  spoken,  ...  1  should  certainly  have  stated  with  consider- 
able fulness  the  actual  deeds  which  have  brought  forth  the  rewards 
in  the  case  of  Messieurs  Day  and  Taylor,  of  Saint  John,  New- 
Brunswick,  and  have  signified  the  pleasure  it  gave  me  to  receive,  and 
to  transmit  from  Toronto,  a  bronze  Medal  for  Mr.  Day  and  a 
Parchment  Certificate  for  Mr.  Taylor,  to  be  presented  to  them 
through  the  authorities  of  Saint  John. 

I  have  some  hope  of  being  in  Saint  John  this  summer;  and, 
in  forwarding  these  rewards,  I  have  mentioned  that  it  would  be  a 
great  pleasure  to  me  to  be  present  on  the  occasion  when  they  M  ere 
to  be  delivered  by  the  Mayor  of  Saint  John  to  the  recipients. 

Dr.  J.  George  Hodgins.  O.  A.  Howland. 


17 


THE  TORONTO  FIREMEN. 

At  the  meeting  fur  these  presentations  the  time  was  too  short  to 
allow  of  the  following  cases  being  brought  before  it.  They  are, 
therefore,  given  in  this  place  : 

fn  the  petition  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Humane  Associati(m  to  the 
Legislature  of  Ontaiio  for  aid  in  prosecuting  its  noble  work,  the 
case  of  the  I'oronto  Firemen  was  referred  to  as  follows  : 

"  Tlie  case  of  the  heroic  Firemen  of  Toronto,  in  the  two  recent 
disastrous  tires,  is  fresh  in  the  minds  of  ail  who  have  heard  of  these 
fir'es,  or  who  had  witnessed  the  many  heart-rending  scenes  which 
occurred  at  them.  The  Royal  Canadian  Humane  Association  had,  in 
the  statement  of  its  objects,  provided  for  giving  i-ewards  for  such 
heroism  and  self-sacrifice  as  were  witnessed  at  these  fires.  Want  of 
funds,  as  in  the  other  cases  mentioned,  however,  prevent  the 
Association,  up  to  this  time,  from  doing  what  would  be  its  pleasing 
duty  to  do  in  these  and  the  other  cases." 

In  order-  to  bi-ing  the  cases  of  these  individual  hr-emen  before  the 
Committee  of  Goveriior-s  on  Awai-ds,  the  Honorary  Secretary  of  the 
Association  wrote  to  the  Chief  of  the  Toronto  Fire  Brigade  for  the 
necessary  information  on  the  subject.  T'he  reply  of  the  Chief  is  as 
highly  honourable  to  himself,  as  it  is  to  the  men  under-  him.  The 
following  is  the  reply  : 

"  FiHE  Departmknt  Office, 

''Toronto,  May  -lOth,  1895. 
"  Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your-  inquiry,  re  recognition  of  the 
Firemen  who  distinguished  themselves  by  acts  of  bravery  at  the 
recent  large  fir^es,  I  beg  to  say  that  I  am  pleased  to  •inform  you  that 
the  member  s  of  the  Fire  Department  were  not  recpiir  ed  to  perform 
any  heroic  acts  at  these  fires — no  opportunity  having  pi^esented 
itself  ;  but  I  may  say  that  every  Member  of  the  Dei)ar'tment  was  in 
readiness  for  any  emergency. 

"  Thanking  3^ou  very  kindly  for  your  extreme  thoughtfulness  and 
consideration  of  the  members  of  the  Fire  Department, 
"  I  am.  Sir,  yours  very  truly, 

"Thomas  Graham, 

Chief  of  the  Fire  Department. 

"J.  George  Hodgins,  Esq., 
"  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  Royal  Canadian 
Humane  Association,  Toronto.'' 
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A  YOUNO  LAD'S  ATTEMPTED  RESCUE,  WITH  SAD  RESULTS. 

A  case  of  attempted  rescue,  with  deplorable  results,  occurred  at 
Waterford,  in  the  County  of  Norfolk,  about  the  middle  of  Maj^,  1895. 
The  Honorary-Secretary  of  the  Association  wrote  to  the  Postmaster 
of  the  place  for  particulars,  and  received  the  following  reph^  :  — 

"Waterford,  May  20th,  1895. 

"Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  yours  of  the  15th  inst.,  T  will  try  and 
give  you  the  particulars  of  the  sad  drowning  accident  to  which  you 
refer. 

"Several  boys  had  been  fishing,  and  three  of  them  got  into  their 
boat  and  started  for  home.  The  wind  was  quite  strong,  and  it  cap- 
sized the  boat  about  ten  feet  from  the  shore.  It  turned  upside  down, 
and  one  boy  (Lewis  Green)  managed  to  get  on  it.  The  other  boys 
(Edward  Green  and  Johnnie  Chart)  went  down  once,  but  Edward 
Green,  who  was  a  good  swimmer,  caught  hold  of  Chart  and  tried  to 
keep  him  above  water  as  best  he  could,  but  he  failed,  and  the  two 
sank  together. 

"There  is  scarcely  any  doubt  but  that  Edward  Green  would  have 
saved  his  own  life  if  he  had  not  tried  to  save  that  of  his  companions  ; 
hut  the  weeds,  being  very  thick,  made  it  impossible  for  him  to  swim 
ashore  with  the  boy  he  saved. 

"  Edward  Green,  the  boy  rescuer,  was  about  fifteen  years  of  age, 
and  was  a  High  School  student. 

The  boys  who  stood  on  shore  said  that  Edward  Green  did  not 
seem  to  think  of  himself,  but  was  bent  on  saving  the  life  of  young 
Chart. 

"  It  was  a  very  sad  time.  The  boys  lived  just  two  houses  apart. 
They  had  a  double  funei-al,  poor  fellows. 

"  T  remain,  yours  truly, 

"  Alexander  Rock, 

"J.  George  Hodgins,  Esq.,  ^'Postmaster. 
"  Secretary  of  the  Royal  Canadian 
Humane  A  ssocia  tion. ' ' 

Note. --Letters  of  regret  at  not  being  present  at  the  Presentations,  were 
received  from  His  Worship  the  Mayor  of  Toronto,  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Strathy, 
President  of  the  Humane  Society  at  Kingston. 
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APPENDIX. 


RECORD  OF  THE  HEROISM  OF  MRS.  BECKER. 

Abigail  Becker's  Heroic  Deed,  off  Long  Poixt  Island,  Lake 
Erie,  on  the  24th  November,  1854. 

The  foHowing  story  of  the  heroic  deed  of  Mrs.  Becker  in  rescuing 
seven  shipwrecked  sailors,  off  Long  Point  Island,  Lake  Erie,  in  1854, 
is  graphically  told  in  verse  by  Miss  Amanda  T.  Jones, ^  It  appears 
on  pages  447  and  448  of  the  High  School  Readei",  authorized  by  the 
Education  Department  for  Ontario  in  1886. 

In  the  Preface  to  the  Reader,  it  is  stated  that  "  The  heroic  acts 
described  in  this  poem  seem  so  wonderful,  so  greatly  superior  to 
woman's  strength,  even  to  human  strength  and  endurance,  to  accom- 
•  plish,  that  were  it  possible  to  doubt  its  truthfulness,  doubt  one 
certainly  would.  Nevertheless,  the  poem  is  not  only  strict!}'  in 
accordance  with  the  facts,  it  is  even  within  and  below  them." 

In  "  Notes  on  the  High  School  Reader,"  etc.,  by  R.  Dawson, 
B.A.,  T.C.D.,  Weston  High  School,  published  in  1887,  Mr.  Dawson 
says  : — 

"  The  late  Captain  E.  P.  Dorr,  of  l^>uffalo,  was  one  of  eight  men 
who  rode  across  in  a  sleigh,  fi'om  the  mainland  to  Becker's  cabin,  on 
Long  Point  Island,  the  day  after  the  rescue  of  the  sailors  by  Mrs. 
Becker's  unaided  exertions.    He  told  the  story  to  Whittier,  in  the 

*  Miss  Jones  was  a  native  of  Bloomfield,  Ontario  County,  New  York,  and 
was  born  in  October,  1835.  She  was  of  old  Puritan  stock,  and  her  great-grand- 
father was  one  of  the  officers  of  that  gallant  band  who  was  with  Wolfe  on  the 
Plains  of  Abraham.  In  early  childhood  she  resided  at  (41611  Elgin,  near  Jordan 
Village,  a  short  distance  from  St.  Catharines,  She  wrote  the  poem  of  "Glen 
Elgin  "  and  other  pieces.  The  verses  here  given  first  appeared  in  The  Century 
Magazine. 
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hope  that  he  would  write  a  poem  on  the  theme ;  but  the  great 
'  Quaker  Poet '  simply  turned  it  into  a  '  pot  boiler '  prose  tale  for  the 
Atlantic  Monthly.  Afterwards  .  .  .  the  Captain  .  .  .  fortunately 
related  the  incidents  to  Miss  Jones,  and  thus  secured  the  embalming 
of  Mrs.  Becker's  memory  in  a  poem,  that  deserves  a  place  .  .  in 
the  school  Readers  of  Ontario.  Captain  Dorr  .  .  .  procured  for 
liis  her-oine  the  handsome  Gold  Medal  of  the  New  York  Life-Saving 
^Societ3^  He  urged  her  claims  so  successfully  on  the  Parliament  of 
Canada,  that  a  piece  of  land  valued  at  a  thousand  dollars  was  given 
hei-  in  recognition  of  her  bravery  ;  and  he  held  a  soiree  in  her  honor 
at  the  Old  Lovejoy  House,  Buffalo,  resulting  in  the  contribution  of 
some  thousand  dollars  to  the  somewhat  bewildered  recipient  of  his 
bounty. 

"  As  long  as  men  shall  love  to  read  of  the  heroism  of  Ida  Lewis 
and  Grace  Darling,  so  long  shall  all  Canadians  love  to  dwell  on  the 
record  of  a  heroism  far  greater  than  theirs,  the  unparalleled  exploit  of 
good,  strong-bodied,  simple-minded,  warm-hearted  Abigail  Becker." 


The  wind,  the  wind,  where  Erie  pluuged, 
Blew,  blew  Nor'-east  fx'omland  to  land  ; 

The  wandering  schooner  dipped  and 
lunged, — 
Long  Point  was  close  at  hand. 

Long  Point — a  swainpy  island-slant, 
Where,  busy  in  their  grassy  homes, 

Woodcock  and  snipe  the  hollows  haunt, 
And  musk-rats  build  their  domes  ; 

Where  gulls  juid  eagles  rest  at  need, 
Where  either  side,  by  lake  or  sound, 

Kingtishers,  cranes,  and  divers  feed. 
And  iiKill.ird  ducks  al)()iuul. 

Tlie  lowering  night  shut  out  the  sight  : 
(Jareen'd  the   vessel,  pitch 'd  and 
veer'd, — 

Raved,  raved  the  wind  witli  main  and 
might  ; 
The  sunken  reef  she  neer'd. 

She  pounded  over,  hu'ch'd,  and  sank  ; 

Between  two  sand-bars  settling  fast, 
Her  leaky  hull  the  waters  drank. 

And  she  had  sail'd  her  last. 

Into  the  rigging,  quick  as  thought. 
Captain  and  mate  and  sailors  sprung, 

Clamber'd  for  life,  some  vantage  caught, 
And  there  all  night  they  swung. 


And  it  was  cold — oh,  it  was  cold  ! 

The  pinching  cold  was  like  a  vise  : 
Spoondrift  flew  freezing, — fold  on  fold 

It  coated  them  with  ice. 

Now,  when  the  dawn  began  to  break, 
Light  up  the  sand-path  drench'd  and 
brown, 

To  fill  her  bucket  from  the  lake. 
Came  Mother  Becker  down. 

From  where  her  cabin  crown'd  the  bank 
Came  A()igail  Becker  tall  and  strong  ; 

She  dipp'd,  and  lo  !  a  broken  plank 
Came  rocking  close  along  I 

She  pois'd  her  glass  with  anxious  ken  : 
The  scht)oner's  top  she  spied  from  far, 

And  there  she  counted  seven  men 
That  clung  to  mast  and  spar. 

And  oh,  the  gale  !  the  rout  and  roar  1 
The  blinding  drift,  the  mounting  wave, 

A  good  half-mile  from  wreck  to  shore, 
With  seven  men  to  save  ! 

Sped   Mother  Becker:  "Children, 
wake  ! 

A  ship's  gone  down  I   they're  needing 
me  ! 

Your  father's  off  on  shore  :  the  lake 
Is  just  a  raging  sea  I 
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"Get  wood,  cook  fish,  make  ready  all." 
She  snatch'd  her  stores,  she  fled  with  * 
haste. 

In  cotton  gown  and  tatter'd  shawl. 
Barefoot  across  the  waste, 

Through  sinking  .sands,  through  (juaggy 
lands, 

And  nearer,  nearer,  full  in  view, 
^V^ent  shouting  through  her  hollow'd 
hands  : 

"Courage  !  we'll  get  you  through  1" 

Ran  to  and  fro,  made  clieery  signs. 

Her  bonfire  lighted,  steeped  her  tea. 
Brought  drift-wood,  watch'd  Canadian 
lines 

Her  husband's  boat  to  see. 

Cold,  cold  it  was — oh,  it  was  cold  I 
The  bitter  cold  made  watching  vain  : 

With  ice  the  channel  laboring  roll'd, — 
No  skiff  could  stand  the  strain. 

On  all  that  isle,  fi-om  outer  swell 

To  strait  between  'he  landings  shut, 
Was  never  place  where  man  might 
dwell, 

Save  trapper  Becker's  h;it. 

And  it  \y:is  twelve  and  one  and  two, 
And  it  \\a<  t  ifc  o'clock  and  morp. 
She  call VI  :   "Crime  on  1   tliere's  nought 
to  do, 

But  lea])  and  swim  ashore. 

Blew,  blew  the  gale  ;  they  did  not  hear  : 
She  waded  in  the  shallow  sea  ; 

She  waved  her  hands,  made  signals  clear, 
"vSwim  !  swim,  and  trust  to  me  I  " 

"  My  men,""  the  captain  cried,  "  I'll  try  : 
The  woman's  judgment  may  be  right ; 

For,  swim  or  sink,  seven  men  must  die 
If  here  we  swing  to-night."' 

Far  out  he  m  »rk'd  the  gathering  surge  ; 

Across  the  bar  he  watch'd  it  pour, 
Let  go,  and  on  its  topmost  verge 

Came  riding  in  to  shore. 

It  struck  the  bre  iker's  foamy  track,  — 
Majestic  waxe  on  wave  nphurl'd. 

Went  grandly  to|)pling,  tumbling  back, 
As  loath  to  flood  the  world. 

There,  blindty  whirling,  shorn  of 
strength. 

The  captain  drifted,  sure  to  drown  ; 
Dragg'd  seaward  half  a  cable's  length. 
Like  sinking  lead  went  down. 


Ah,  well  for  him  that  on  the  strand 
Had  Mother  Becker  waited  long  I 

And  well  for  him  her  grasping  hand 
And  grappling  arm  were  strong  I 

And  well  for  him  that  wind  and  s\ni. 
And  daily  toil  f(»r  scanty  gains. 

Had  made  such  daring  blood  to  run 
Within  such  generous  veins  I 

For  what  to  do  but  plunge  and  swim  ? 

Out  on  the  sinking  billow  cast. 
She  toiPd,  she  dived,  she  groped  for  him. 

She  found  and  clutch 'd  him  fast. 

She  climb'd  the  reef,  she  brought  him  up, 
She  laid  him  gasping  on  the  sands  ; 

Built  high  the  fire  and  fill'd  the  cup, — 
Stood  up  and  waved  her  hands  I 

Oh,  life  is  dear  !    The  mate  leap'd  in. 
"I  know,"  the  captain  said,  "right 
well. 

Not  twice  can  any  woman  win 
A  soul  from  yonder  hell. 

"  I'll  start  and  meet  him  in  the  wave," 
"Keep  back!"  she  bade:  "what 
strength  have  you  ? 

And' I  shall  have  you  both  to  save, — 
Must  work  to  pull  you  through  !  " 

But  out  he  went.    Up  shallow  sweeps 
Raced  the  long  white-caps,  comb  on 
comb  : 

The  wind,  the  wind  that  la'^h'd  the  deeps, 
Far,  far  it  blew  the  foam. 

The  frozen  foam  went  scudding  by, — 
Before  the  wind,  a  seething  throng, 
The  waves,  the  waves  came  towering 
high. 

They  flung  the  mate  along. 

The  waves  came  towering  high  and  white, 
They  burst  in  clouds  of  flying  spray  ; 

There  mate  and  captain  sank  from  sight, 
And,  clinching,  roll'd  away. 

Oh,  Mother  Becker,  seas  are  dread, 
Their  treacherous  paths  are  deep  and 
blind  ! 

But  widows  twain  shall  mourn  their  dead 
If  thou  art  slow  to  find. 

She  sought  them  near,  she  sought  them 
far. 

Three  fathoms  down  she  gripp'd  them 
tight  ; 

With  both  together  up  the  bar 
She  stagger'd  into  sight. 
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Beside  the  tire  her  burdens  fell  : 
She  paus'd  the  cheering  draught  to 
pour, 

Then  waved  her  hands:   "All's  well  I 
all's  well  ! 
Come  on !    Swim  I    Swim  ashore  I  " 

Sure,  life  is  dear,  and  men  are  brave  ; 
They  came, — they  dropp'd  from  mast 
and  spar ; 

And  who  but  she  covild  breast  the  wave, 
And  dive  beyond  the  bar? 

Dark  grew  the  sky  from  east  to  west, 
And  darker,  darker  giv.w  the  world  : 

Kach  man  from  off  the  breaker's  crest 
To  gloomier  deeps  was  hurl'd. 

And  still  the  gale  went  shrieking  on, 
And  still  the  wrecking  fury  grew  ; 

And  still  the  woman,  worn  and  wan. 
Those  gates  of  Death  went  through,-  - 

As  Christ  were  walking  on  the  waves, 
And  heavenly  radianc*^  shone  about,  — 

All  fearless  trod  that  gulf  of  graves 
And  bore  the  sailors  out, 

Down  came  the  night,  but  far  and  bright, 
Despite  the  wind  and  flying  foam, 

The  bonfire  flamed  to  give  them  light 
To  trapper  Becker's  home. 


Oh,  safety  after  wreck  is  sweet  I 

'  And  sweet  is  lest  in  hut  or  hall : 
One  story  Life  and  Death  repeat, — 
God's  mercy  over  all. 


Next  day  men  heard,  put  out  from 
sh(  )re, 

Cross'd  channel-ice,  burst  in  to  find 
Seven  gallant  fellows  sick  and  sore, 
A  tender  nurse  and  kind  ; 

Shook  hands,  wept,  laugh 'd,  were  crazy 
glad ; 

Cried  :  "  Never  yet,  on  land  or  sea. 
Poor  dying,  drowning  sailors  had 
A  better  friend  than  she. 

"Billows  may  tumble,  winds  may  roar. 
Strong  hands  the  wreck 'd  from  Death 
may  snatch  : 

But  never,  never,  nevermore 
This  deed  shall  mortal  match  !  " 

Dear  Mother  Becker  dropp'd  her  head. 
She  blushed  as  girls  when  lovers  woo  : 

"  I  have  not  done  a  thing,"  she  said, 
"  More  than  I  ought  to  do." 


Note. — The  parchment  Certificate  awarded  bo  Mrs.  Rohrer  by  the  Royal 
Canadian  Humane  Association  having  been  sent  to  her  by  Mr.  A.  S.  Irving,  of 
Toronto,  one  of  the  Award  Committee,  who  had  accepted  it  on  her  behalf. 
She  replied  to  Mr.  Irving's  letter  as  follows  :  — 

Walsingham  Centre,  Ont., 

June  10th,  1895. 

Mr.  a.  S.  Irving, 

Dear  Sir, — I  received  your  letter  of  the  1st  inst.,  stating  that  yon 
had  sent  me  a  Certificate  for  bravery,  and  I  also  i*eceived  the  Certifi- 
cate, for  which  I  most  sincerely  thank  The  Royal  Canadian  Humane 
Association.  I  must  also  say  that  I  feel  myself  greatly  honoured  for 
having  been  so  kindly  remembered. 

There  were  two  American  men  on  board  the  vessel  from  which  I 
rescued  the  sailors  from  drowning.  The  Life-Saving  Benevolence 
Association  of  New  York  presented  me  with  a  handsome  Gold  Medal 
for  doing  so.  Yours  sincerely, 

A.  Rohrer. 
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Mr.  F.  W.  Fearman's,  of  Hamilton,  Statemext. 

1.  The  first  saving  1  effected  was  of  Dermis  Glison,  at  a  lock  at 
York,  on  the  Grand  River. 

2.  The  second  was  the  taking  of  two  Frenchmen  off  a  raft,  when 
it  was  going  over  the  York  dam,  Grand  River. 

3.  The  third  was  the  saving  of  William  Senter,  who  had  fallen 
from  the  wharf  into  the  Bay  at  Hamilton. 

4.  The  fourth  was  the  saving  of  a  soldier  who  had  fallen  into 
Kingston  Bay  between  two  steamboats. 

5.  The  fifth  was  the  saving  of  a  girl,  who  had  got  out  of  her  depth 
and  had  disappeared,  near  to  my  island,  Gibraltar,  in  Lake  Muskoka. 

I  was  alone  in  all  these  cases. 

Captain  Thomas  Gamim-.kll's,  of  Hamilton,  Statement. 

1.  Saved  Patrick  Hcniry,  who  fell  out  of  a  skiflF  at  Kingston, 
July  9th,  I.S4.S. 

2.  Rescued  Captain  John  Reynolds,  by  jumping  in  after  him  and 
holding  him  up  until  assistance  arrived,  July  10th,  1849. 

3.  Saved  James  Campbell  from  drowning  from  off  the  schooner 
Eight,  May  3rd,  1857. 

4.  Lowered  a  boat  from  the  brig  Joh7t  Rey  and  saved  John 
McMuUin,  November  10th,  1860. 

5.  Rescued  W.  Webber,  who  had  been  in  the  water,  Burlington 
Bay,  for  some  time,  »Iune  20th,  1879. 

6.  Rescued  three  young  men  from  an  upturned  yacht,  May 
27th,  1883. 

7.  Rescued  Chief  (jf  Police  Stewart,  of  Hamilton,  his  wife  and 
two  daughters,  in  Burlington  Bay,  August  20th,  1886. 

8.  Rowed  after,  overtook  and  brought  back  R.  Curtis  in  punt, 
blown  out  into  the  lake  from  Burlington  Beach,  December  6th,  1886. 

9.  Rescued  John  A.  McDonald,  in  Burlington  Bay,  May  18th, 
1887. 

10.  Rescued  Mrs.  John  Berry,  of  Detroit,  by  jumping  in  after  her 
and  holding  her  up  until  help  came  from  the  steamer  Macassa,  from 
which  she  had  fallen. 

11.  In  the  same  way  I  rescued  a  young  lady,  (name  unknown,)  from 
the  Burlington  canal,  who  had  fallen  off  the  pier,  July  1st,  1890. 


12.  Followed  and  brought  hack  two  young  ladiew,  who  got  adrift 
in  Burlington  Bay  in  a  gale,  9th  August,  1891. 

\'^.  Rescued  Gerald  Haskins  and  his  companion  (Dougherty),  who 
were  capsized  in  Burlington  Bay,  and  had  drifted  a^\  av  in  the  dark 
(last  year,  1894),  and  who  were  greatly  exhausted. 
Thirteen  lives  were  thus  saved  in  all. 

Mh,  Thomas  Tinnin(;'s,  of  Toronto,  .Statement. 

In  reply  to  a  request  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Association  Mr. 
Tinning  has  furnished  the  following  information  : — 

I  send  you  a  statement  of  the  crews  which  I  have  rescued  from 
shipw^recked  vessels  on  Lake  Ontario.  I  lived  alongside  the  water- 
front for  fifty  years,  and  during  that  time  was  instrumental  in  saving 
many  lives  from  capsized  boats,  yachts,  etc.,  and  also  the  lives  of  the 
crews  of  the  different  vessels  you  will  find  mentioned  in  the  enclosed 
statement. 

fAsf  of  Cre/fvs  Rescued  by  Mr.  Thomas  Tinning,  of  Toronto. 

Schooner  J.  G.  Beard,  in  December,  1856  ;  eight  men  saved. 
Schooner  Pacific,  in  1862  :  rescued  the  captain  and  three  men. 
Schooner  Rapid,  December  10th,  1866  ;   the  crew  of  six  men 
saved. 

Schooner  Echo,  in  1866  ;  the  crew  of  live  men  were  saved. 
•  Schooner  Glorer,  in  1868  ;  eight  men  taken  off  from  the  wreck. 

Schooner  Fearless,  in  1868  ;  the  captain  was  drowned,  but  seven 
men  and  a  woman  were  saved. 

Schooner  Olive  Bi^anch  ;  a  crew  of  five  men  and  a  woman  were 
saved. 

Total,  44  lives  saved  by  Mr.  Thomas  Tinning. 

Captain  W.  D.  Andrew's  Life-Saving. 

In  The  Lifeboat,  a  publication  (without  date),  issued  by  Captain 
W.  D.  AndreAvs,  he  reports  that  he  ha5  rescued  from  drowning  a 
large  number  of  persons,  at  Kingston,  Owen  Sound,  Toronto,  Lake 
Erie,  and  elsewhere,  from  1869  to  1885,  and  for  which  he  received  a 
number  of  medals  and  other  substantial  rewards  for  his  brave  conduct. 


